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Federal Government Won't 

Pres; Case Against Minute- 
men Leaders 

A charge of possession of an 
j unlawfully made submachine 
| gun against Walter Patrick Pey- 
Ison. 24, and Robert Bolivar De- 
Pugh, 45, Minutemen leaders, 
has been dismissed by Judge 
John W. Oliver at the request 
of the federal government. 

Calvin K. Hamilton, assistant 
U. S. attorney, said that he re- 
quested the dismissal because of 
other cases pending against the 
two men in other districts and in 
view of previous convictions in 
this district. 

Hamilton said the decision to 
dismiss also was based on a de- 
termination by the government 
that the firearm involved in this 
case was part of the same of- 
fense involved in another 
charge. The weapon was one of 
four automatic weapons dug up 
in a cemetery near Coloma, Mo., 
m November, 1963, by federal 
agents. 

_Peyson was found guilty April 
15 on a charge of possession of 
one of the unlawfully made 
weapons found in the cemetery. 
He is awaiting sentence by 
| Judge Elmo B. Hunter o* the U. 
•S. District court on that convic- 
tion. A similar charge against 
! DePugh also has been dismissed 
j by the government. 
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By Harry Jones, Jr. 

f A Member of The Star's Staff) 

Reputation-damaging defense 
tactics in upcoming trials are 
promised in a letter from Robert 
B. DePugh, imprisoned leader of 
the right-wing Minutemen or- 
ganization. 

The 9-page letter was post- 
marked from Sapulpa, Okla., 
and appeared to be in DaPugh’s 
handwriting. The contents and 
writing style of the letter also 
tended to confirm its authentici- 
ty. 

Convicted on Two Charges 

DePugh is serving a one-year 
sentence in the federal peniten- 
tiary at Leavenworth, Has., on a 
conviction of violating the Na- 
tional Firearms act. He recently 
was sentenced to four years for 
bond jumping but that convic- 
tion is under dppeal. 

In his bond-jumping trial here, 
DePugh chose to offer no de- 
fense witnesses after the govern- 
ment had rested its case. 

“Up until now,” he wrote The 
Star, “I have declined to do any- 
thing that might get the judges 
too angry with me in hopes I 
might eventually win a few of 
these cases and get out in a few 
years. 

“With every passing day it has 
become more obvious that the 
government intends to keep me 
in prison as long as I live. 

“I have also held back in or- 


teman bays 


der to protect a few reputations The bulk of DePugh’s letter 
(including my own) from a real concerned his observations c-a 
mud-slinging contest but no prison life and what’s wrong 
m i cr8 ‘ with the system of justice in the 

At every trial from now on I United States, 
expect to fight every step of the The guards and most of the 
way and throw every pun.cn I prisoners at Leavenworth treat 

f^‘ ne T of !t , , w , 1 , 11 him well, he wrote, but most 

l°?k bad— I couldn t care less— c ity sn d county jails are “nig 

l0t W3 rs- pens.” He has been held in sw- 
ciak ° f government cm- era i i n the last eight months in 

vr r- a ^ states of Washington, New 

A New Freedom Mexico and Missouri while 

“They have taken everything I awaiting court appearances, 
hold dear away from me— and , , 

with nothing more to lose, I now _ L f a ” es A , Cri “ cj3 ; d 
have a new freedom that I never food and sanitation at 

had before.” Leavenworth are excellent, ha 

■ DePugh faces more federal wrote, and ha also praised the 
charges in U. S. District courts penitentiary’s recreational facii- 
in Joplin Mo., Kansas City, ities for physical snorts. The 
Seattle and Albuquerque, N.M. prison library is ‘Very very 
His next trial is tentatively set poor,” however, and its law li- 
for April 16 in Joplin, where ne brary “very very very very 
will be tried on another Rational poor,” he wrote, with “onlv a 
Firearms act charge. few outdated books designed to 

DePugh has claimed that the confuse rather t han help any 
FBI had planned to assassinate convict trying to halo himself in 
him. In his letter, he touched on that (manner ” 
that general theme again. “Educational opportunities 

The fact that I nave said in slight,” he added. “ilehabiiita- 
the past that the government tion efforts absolutely none!! 
would kill me is the only reason Not even the slightest pretext.” 
I’m still alive today,” he wrote. His biggest problem, he con- 


role and I win get a knife be-! still being held in “solitary ccn- 
tvveen my ribs — it’s just a mat-jfinement,” he wrote and ha 3 
ter of time.” ' been given no reason for this. 


